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summaries
state of therapY in taiWan
Newly diagnosed multiple myeloma in Taiwan: the 
evolution of therapy, stem cell transplantation and 
new treatment agents 
Lin and Sung reviewed the therapy of multiple myeloma in Taiwan, 
where the incidence of the disease is much less than among white 
and black populations in other parts of the world. Based on the 
current literature, they suggest the use of stem cell transplantat
tion if the patient is younger than 55 years of age, while each case 
should be considered individually in older patients. They report 
that there has been an improvement in awareness, diagnosis and 
treatment of the disease in Taiwan, but use of cytogenetic studies 
in risk evaluation is limited in some areas because of lack of availt
ability. Many new novel agents used in the treatment of multiple 
myeloma are available in Taiwan.
patholoGY and laboratorY medicine
Validation of tissue microarray biomarker 
expression of breast carcinomas in Saudi women
Alkushi validated the tissue microarray technique in 80 cases of 
breast cancer of various subtypes. Concordance between TMA 
sections and whole sections was good or very good for a panel of 
antibodies, leading him to conclude that TMA is a reliable techt
nique for examining a large set of tumors.
leuKemia durinG preGnancY
Maternal acute lymphocytic leukemia with 
rearrangement of the mixed lineage leukemia gene 
occuring during pregnancy
Aljurf and colleagues report on the occurrence of the MLL gene 
rearrangement in maternal ALL during pregnancy. Of 31 cases 
of maternal leukemia, 5 were ALL. Three of the 5 had the MLL 
gene rearrangement. The authors believe that an association bet
tween the MLL gene rearrangement and maternal leukemia is 
biologically plausible, but the observation needs to be validated in 
a larger cohort of pregnancytassociated maternal leukemia cases.
oncoloGY and radioloGY
Accuracy of the Fisher scoring system and the 
Breast Imaging Reporting and Data System in 
identification of malignant breast lesions by 
inexperienced radiologists
In a prospective study, AltKhawari and colleagues compared the 
MRM BItRADS category assigned to lesions using the Fisher 
scoring system to the final diagnosis obtained by tissue sampling 
and followtup imaging for 63 breast lesions in 41 patients. Of 
55 biopsied, 25 were malignant and 30 were benign. The MRM 
BItRADS lexicon using the Fisher scoring system had a high pret
dictive value, especially for malignant breast lesions, and was easy 
to apply.
bone cancer
The many faces of Ewing sarcoma: difficult to 
diagnose pediatric cases
Fouda and colleagues describe four children seen over the course 
of one year who where diagnosed with Ewing sarcoma. Each case 
had an abnormal presentation that made the initial diagnosis dift
ficult, but the cases are also representative of the different probt
lems encountered in pediatric oncology practice. The definitive 
diagnoses required use of various radiological imaging methods 
and immunohistochemistry.
